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(Maternal Grandfather of John Edward Kirksey)

compiled by James Randall Merriott

Edward C. Womack was the fourth child of at least twelve children born to Jesse W. Womack and 
Martha (Patsy) Emanuel.1  Sometime during the Civil War, he married Sarah A. Jordan and they had 
one child, Martha Ella Womack.  Through her marriage to Elihu L. Kirksey, he had fourteen 
grandchildren.2  Many of the Kirksey descendants knew that Edward and his wife Sarah had moved to 
Texas from Louisiana, but didn't know much more about him or his family.  Researchers working on 
his Womack family genealogy knew that Edward and Sarah and young daughter “Eler” lived in Winn 
Parish, Louisiana in 1870,3 but didn't know what had happened to the family after this, until a Jordan 
family researcher established the link between Edward's parents and the Kirkseys.4  Edward C. 
Womack applied for a Texas Confederate soldier's pension in 1909, and although his application was 
not accepted, through this document we can link him to several of his other family members.  Some of 
his military records are also available, and together they help us understand his story during the war.

Edward's parents were born in Georgia, Jesse most likely in Wilkinson County, as his father David 
Womack served as Justice of the Peace in this county.5  In the 1830s, Jesse and his family lived in 
northern Florida, in Gadsden County, and many believe that he is the same Jesse Womack who served 
in the Florida militia during the Indian War of 1836.  Immediately following the war, he moved to 
neighboring Decatur County, Georgia, where he married Martha on June 7, 1836.6  In 1837 he 
submitted a claim to the estate of Sherod McCall in Gadsden County for "monies due him for bringing 
logs down the Flint, Chattahoochee, and Apalachicola rivers to the Gulf,”7 so apparently during this 
time this is how he made his living.  They lived in Georgia until about 1840.8  Some believe that they 
spent time in Mississippi after leaving Georgia,9 but shortly afterward they moved to the area of 
Winnfield, Louisiana.  This was part of Natchitoches Parish until 1852, when Winn Parish was formed.

Edward C. Womack was born November 9, 1841 in the area that became Winn Parish, Louisiana.10  His 
family probably moved there because of their Emanuel and Teddlie family connections.11  Edward is 
found on the 1850 Census of Natchitoches Parish and his birthplace is listed as “La.”12  This area 
became part of Winn Parish and he is listed on the 1860 Census of Winn Parish as Edward W. 
Womack.13  He is listed on the 1870 Census of this parish as having been born in Mississippi14, where 
Jesse Womack  had many family members, so it is possible he was born there as the family migrated 

1 Cottrell, Nina Watson, Knox, Thomas Ray, Womack, Miles Kenan, Jr., Little River Pioneers (LRP)
2 Kirksey, James Clayton - Descendants of Elihu Littleberry Kirksey, 1990
3 Staley, Robert - Jesse Womack Genealogy - http://home.sprynet.com/~rstaley01/wo.htm
4 Manley, Mark - Family of Martha Ella Womack - http://cnr2.kent.edu/~manley/genealogy/EllaWOMACK.html
5 LRP, p. 92
6 LRP, p. 92
7 Horn, Helen - Family History of Mary. L. Womack Barnes (sister of Jesse Womack)
8 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
9 LRP, p. 93
10 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.C. Womack of Brown County, Texas State Archives, August 8, 1909
11 LRP, pp. 92-93
12 1850 U.S. Census of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana
13 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
14 1870 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
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through Mississippi15.  These have caused some confusion, but most documents show him as Edward 
C. or E.C. Womack born in Louisiana.  No documents have yet been found that tell us his middle name.

Edward was nineteen years old at the start of the Civil War.  In the summer of 1861, he enlisted as a 
private in a Winn Parish company organized by John Abernathy Dixon.  Dixon and Edward's father 
Jesse Womack were both members of the same masonic lodge.16  Edward's brother John (Jack) and 
cousin Joseph also joined this company.  At Camp Moore, they became part of the 12th Louisiana 
Infantry Regiment. From there, they went to Columbus, Kentucky, where they arrived in September to 
build fortifications for the artillery guarding the Mississippi River.  In October, Edward was discharged. 
Along with many other military units at the time, their unit suffered from an outbreak of measles, and 
many soldiers were discharged due to illness.  His brother, Jack, was not so fortunate.  He was often 
sick, was captured in May of 1863 at the Battle of Baker's Creek (Champion Hill), and was then sent to 
the Union prison at Fort Delaware.  He was paroled July 30, and sent to the Confederate Poplar Lawn 
Hospital in Petersburg, Virginia, where he died August 7, 1863.  He is buried in an unmarked grave in 
the Blandford Church Cemetery.17 18 19

According to a family tradition passed down through the descendants of Edward's younger sister, 
Lucinda Womack Jones, in about 1862, Jesse and Martha Womack and several of their younger 
children moved to Beeville, Texas to escape the war.20  Edward either accompanied them or joined 
them soon afterward, for in May of 1862, he left his family and went to nearby Goliad and enlisted in 
Captain Woodward's Company, which was to become part of the 13th Texas Cavalry Battalion (not to be 
confused with Burnett's 13th Regiment), and commanded by Lt. Col. Edwin Waller, Jr.21 22 23  Edward's 
brother-in-law, Solomon Teddlie, husband of his older sister, Rebecca, was also a member of this unit.24 

In those days, the cavalry were the glamour units of the military.  Waller placed advertisements in 
several prominent Texas newspapers advertising for recruits.  The Confederate Conscription Act had 
been passed, Edward had already served in an infantry unit, and perhaps saw this an opportunity for 
something better.  Lacking enough units to be designated a regiment, Waller's Battalion organized at 
Hempstead, Texas, July 1, 1862.  Soon thereafter, the battalion went to Louisiana to harass the Federal 
forces and try to prevent their further encroachment into Louisiana and then into Texas.  They crossed 
the Sabine River on July 20 and were at Berwick Bay by August 31.25   

In the early stages of the war, officers were often selected based on their political connections and 
recruiting ability, rather than their leadership qualities.  Waller had little military experience, but his 
prominent father, Edwin Waller, Sr., was one of the signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence 
and was the first mayor of the City of Austin.  At Bonnet Carre, Louisiana, in early September, Waller's 
commanding officer, Major General Richard Taylor, warned him that the Federals were preparing a 

15 LRP, p. 92
16 Lodge History / Officers of the Eastern Star Lodge, No. 151 - http://easternstar151.budreausquared.net/
17 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.C. Womack of Brown County, Texas State Archives, August 8, 1909
18 Booth, Andrew B. - Records of Louisiana Confederate Soldiers & Confederate Commands.
19  Simmons, R. Hugh - Winn Parish Southern Sentinels (Company History)
20 LRP, p. 401
21 Military Service Record of Womack, E.C., Co. E, Waller's Texas Cavalry Battalion
22 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.C. Womack of Brown County, Texas State Archives, August 8, 1909
23 Waller, Edwin, Jr., Handbook of Texas Online - http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/WW/fwaas.html
24 Muster Roll of Waller's Reg't, National Park Service, Soldiers & Sailors System - http://www.civilwar.nps.gov/cwss/
25 Spurlin, Charles. D., West of the Mississippi with Waller's 13th Texas Cavalry Battalion
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surprise attack, having tired of the attacks by rebel forces.  While Dick Taylor also had a famous father, 
former U.S. President Zachary Taylor, he also had much more military experience, having served under 
his father, who was a general in the Mexican War.  Taylor, who owned a plantation nearby, had recently 
transferred back to Louisiana after service in Virginia.

Federal forces consisting of units from the 21st Regiment of Indiana Volunteers and the 4th and 7th 

Wisconsin secretly moved into place above and below Waller’s position on the Mississippi river about 
25 miles upstream of New Orleans.  When they attacked on the morning of September 8th, the 
Confederates had nowhere to go except through a muddy swamp.  Their horses quickly became mired 
in the sticky mud and the men had to abandon their mounts and equipment.26  

A lieutenant in Edward's company lamented in his memoirs,  “I took one last fond look at my good 
Horse, saddle, and accoutrements and struck out on foot with Waller and about a dozen others into an 
impenetrable Mississippi swamp.”27  The men spent the rest of the day trying to get out.  The Federal 
forces captured several soldiers and many horses.  Some horses were not able to be recovered and were 
shot.  Waller's men had to manage on foot for some months before they were able to be refitted with 
new horses and equipment.  Private Womack also lost his horse, valued at $150, and his equipment, 
$15, during the event.28

Waller's unit did recover, and in late March, 1863, their executive officer Major Hannibal H. Boone led 
portions of the unit in the capture of the Federal ironclad gunboat Diana.29 30 31  Under Brigadier General 
Tom Green, they fought at Brashear City, at Bayou Bourbeau, in the Red River Campaign, and at the 
Battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill.32  While we cannot be certain that Edward participated in all of 
these events, it is likely that he was there for some of them, since he is listed on several muster rolls 
and received promotions.  We do know that he was at Bonnet Carre, and by 1864, E.C. Womack had 
been promoted to Sergeant.33  At the end of the war, along with the rest of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, his unit surrendered on May 26, 1865.34

Why did Edward move back to Winn Parish after the Civil War?  It's very simple.  Somehow during the 
war he had found time to go back to Winn Parish, get married, and father a child.  Sarah A. Jordan, 
daughter of Thomas J. Jordan, lived not far from Edward before the war,35 and her brothers James L. 
and Joel F. had also served in Dixon's Company with Edward in the 12th Louisiana Infantry.36 The date 
and location of their marriage is unknown.  All of the court records from Winn Parish from this time 
period have been destroyed.  Waller's Battalion was operating nearby from late April until mid-May, 
1863, so it is likely that they were married around that time or possibly a little earlier.  This is the time

26 Read, E., The 21st Indiana in Another Battle, Indianapolis Daily Journal, September 25, 1862
27 Cox, C.C. - Reminiscences of C.C. Cox, Southwestern Historical Quarterly Online, Vol. 6, No. 3
28 Military Service Record of Womack, E.C., Co. E, Waller's Texas Cavalry Battalion
29 Hensley, Travis, Letter to wife Julia, Pattersonville, Louisiana, March 29, 1863, Navarro College Archives
30 “Another Splendid Prize! The Gunboat Diana Captured. More Laurels for the Valverde Battery and the Gallant Texans!”, 

The Planters' Banner, Extra, Franklin, Louisiana, Monday Evening, March 30, 1863, Navarro College Archives
31 Boone, Hannibal Honestus, Handbook of Texas Online - 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/BB/fbo23.html
32 Green, Thomas, Handbook of Texas Online - http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/GG/fgr38.html
33 Military Service Record of Womack, E.C., Co. E, Waller's Texas Cavalry Battalion
34 Ken Jones, Texas in the Civil War
35 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
36 Booth, Andrew B. - Records of Louisiana Confederate Soldiers & Confederate Commands.
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that Martha Ella would have been conceived, since she was born in February of 1864.  Another 
member of Company E, Travis Hensley, wrote a letter to his wife dated April 26, 1863.  In the letter he 
stated that their unit was in the area of Alexandria and Cheneyville.37 Another letter dated May 7, 1863, 
places the unit near Natchitoches.  Union General Godfrey Weitzel reported skirmishing with Waller's 
Battalion on May 20, 1863.  He took two prisoners from Waller's Battalion who indicated that they had 
come from Natchitoches.38  Alexandria is about 50 miles from Winnfield and Natchitoches about 30 
miles away, so sometime in between skirmishes, Edward found time to visit Sarah.  

After the war, Sergeant Womack returned to his wife and daughter in Winn Parish.  They probably 
lived in Winn Parish from about 1865 to about 1873.39  Around 1873, they moved permanently to 
Texas, possibly to be nearer to Edward's other family members.  Edward, Sarah, and their daughter Ella 
settled in Brown County, Texas around 1876.40

According to a family legend, Elihu L. Kirksey had been riding herd near Trickham, just west of Brown 
County, and decided to quit.  Elihu, who was also a former C.S.A. cavalryman, having served under 
Col. Santos Benavides and Col. John S. “Rip” Ford in the Cavalry of the West41, was riding across 
country when he came across the Womack family.  Elihu (age 32) and Ella (age 15) were married in 
1879.  Through this marriage, Edward and Sarah Womack have several hundred descendants.

Not much is known about Edward Womack after this time.  It is not known if he and Sarah had any 
other children.  He was appointed Postmaster at Payne, Brown County, November 2, 1882.  This post 
office closed in 1886.42  He also served as a trustee for the Zephyr school.  The U.S. Census for 1890 
was destroyed, but an investigation of the Brown County tax rolls and deed records from this time 
period may yield more information.

Sarah Womack died February 11, 1891 and was buried in the Zephyr Cemetery in Brown County.43 

This cemetery is about 12 miles east of Brownwood on US Highway 84.

The 1900 Census shows Edward with his sister Bettie Stovall in Bell, County, Texas.  This census has 
Edward's birth year as 1836, so he may not have been present for the interview.44  In his pension 
application he states that he had been a resident of Brown County for over thirty years, so this may 
have been just a visit.  In 1910, he is living with his grandson, John Edward Kirksey, and his family, 
near Blanket, about ten miles north of Zephyr.45

E.C. Womack applied for a pension in August, 1909, at the age of 67 which was rejected.  A note on the 
front of the application reads, “Proof issues to be OK” “Tax rolls”, so it appears that he wasn't 
considered to be indigent and so on that basis may have been denied a pension.  It may or may not be a 
coincidence that about two months earlier, Zephyr, Texas was destroyed by a massive tornado that 

37 Hensley, Travis, Letter to wife Julia, 22 miles above Alexandria, Louisiana, March 29, 1863, Navarro College Archives
38 Chapter XXXVII.  Skirmish near Cheneyville, Louisiana.  The war of the rebellion: a compilation of the official records 

of the Union and Confederate armies. ; Series 1 - Volume 26 (Part I), p. 39
39 1870 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
40 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.C. Womack of Brown County, Texas State Archives,  Filed August 8, 1909
41 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.L. Kirksey of Brown County, Texas State Archives, #40973
42 Wheat, Jim - Postmasters & Post Offices of Texas, 1846 – 1930 - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txpost/brown.html
43 S. A. Womack grave marker, Zephyr Cemetery, Brown County, Texas
44 1900 U.S. Census of Bell County, Texas
45 1910 U.S. Census of Brown County, Texas
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became a national story.46 47  If he was living in Zephyr when the tornado hit, he probably lost 
everything.  On his application, he lists his post office as Blanket, so he may have already been living 
in John Edward Kirksey's household.  The application contains a wealth of information that helps link 
him and the Kirkseys to the larger Womack family.  His sisters Bettie Stovall (Elizabeth Womack) and 
N.A. Sheppard (Nancy Womack) and his brother L.L. (Louis Womack) all gave testimony.48 49 

Edward C. Womack died August 8, 191250 in Brown County51, and was laid to rest beside Sarah in the 
Zephyr Cemetery.52  Below is a list of Edward C. Womack's immediate family, their birth and death 
dates and locations along with their spouses (if known):

Jesse W. Womack b. 27 Nov 1813, d. 27 May 188053, m. Martha Emanuel b. 5 Oct 1817 d. 9 Mar 
1894.54  Both are buried in the Merrilltown Cemetery, Travis County, Texas.  Their children were:
John “Jack”, b. abt. 1837, Georgia55, d. 7 Aug. 1863, Petersburg, Virginia56

Mary, b. abt. 1839, Georgia,57 m. James Killen58

Rebecca, b. abt. 1839, Georgia,59 d. La Grange, Texas, m. Solomon Teddlie60

Edward C., b. 9 Nov 1841, Winnfield, La., d. 8 Aug 1912, Brown County, Texas, m. Sarah A. Jordan
Lucinda, b. 26 Oct. 1842, Winnfield, La., d. 16 Oct. 1916, El Paso, Texas, m. Owen Glendower Jones61

Nancy A., b. abt. 1846, Winnfield, La., d. ___ , m.___ Sheppard.
Elizabeth “Bettie”, b. abt. 1847, Winnfield, La., d. ____ , m.___ Killen, m. __ Stovall.  

Note: Elizabeth was living in Killeen, Bell County, Texas in 1910.62

Lewis L., b. abt. 1849, Winnfield, La., d. 14 Oct 1924, Stephens County, Texas63

Zenith Susan, b. 26 Nov. 1851, Winnfield, La., d. 3 Aug. 1931, Merrilltown, Travis County, Texas, m. 
Charles Thorp64

Martha, b. abt. 1855, Winnfield, Winn Parish, La.65

Monroe, b. abt. 1856, Winnfield, Winn Parish, La.66

Asa, b. abt. 1859, Winnfield, Winn Parish, La.67

46 Texas Tornado Takes 30 Lives, New York Times, May 31, 1909.
47 Zephyr, Texas, Handbook of Texas Online - http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ZZ/hlz3.html
48 Soldier's Application for Pension, E.C. Womack of Brown County, Texas State Archives, August 8, 1909
49 LRP, p. 92
50 E.C. Womack grave marker, Zephyr Cemetery, Brown Co., Texas
51 Texas Death Index, 1903-2000, Record for Edward Wammock
52 E.C. Womack grave marker, Zephyr Cemetery, Brown Co., Texas
53 J. W. Womack grave marker, Merrilltown Cemetery, Travis Co., Texas
54 Martha Womack grave marker, Merrilltown Cemetery, Travis Co., Texas
55 1850 U.S. Census of Natchitoches Parish
56  Simmons, R. Hugh - Winn Parish Southern Sentinels (Company History)
57 1850 U.S. Census of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana
58 LRP, p. 403
59 1850 U.S. Census of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana
60 LRP, p. 403
61 LRP, p. 403
62 1910 U.S. Census of Bell County, Texas
63 Texas Death Index, 1903-2000 Record for L. L. Womack
64 Charles and Zena S. Thorp grave marker, Merriltown Cemetery, Travis Co. Texas
65 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
66 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
67 1860 U.S. Census of Winn Parish, Louisiana
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Several of the Womack family names appear in the Kirksey grandchildren, i.e. John Edward Kirksey, 
Sarah Elizabeth Kirksey, Louis Kirksey, and Womack Estelle Kirksey.68

There are still many unanswered questions about Edward C. Kirksey.  What did he look like?  Are there 
any surviving photographs?  What was his middle name?  What happened to the rest of his brothers and 
sisters? Did he write any letters during the Civil War or afterward that may have survived?  What was 
he doing in the later years of his life?  Some of these questions may be answered by further research 
into the history of Brown County, Texas.

-    -    -

February 11, 2010

The compiler of this biography would appreciate any additional insights into the life of Edward C. 
Womack.  Please address any comments or corrections to:

Randall Merriott
5405 36th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79407
Tel. (806) 791-4430
email: merriott@nts-online.net

68 Kirksey, James Clayton - Descendants of Elihu Littleberry Kirksey, 1990
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